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You CAN SAVE ALOT OF TIME BY LEARNING TO USE PHOTOSHOP DROPLETS

Creating Droplets for repeating jobs can save you a lot of time, for example if

you were to open 100 images and reduce their dimensions by 50%, reduce their
quality by 30% and save them in GIF format. Then it would be a very boring job to
do, and definetely it would take some of your valuable time which you could spend
on other important things. Fortunatley these kind of jobs can be transferred to
Photoshop, you just have to tell it what to do and how to do it and Photoshop will
complete it in no time.
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The first step is to create a Photoshop Action
for what you want to do. In this module

we will use changing a jpeg into a 300dpi,
CMYK Tiff. Begin by opening an image

that will need the changes made to it that
you want your Action to do for you. Next
create a new Action in the Actions Palette
(Window>Actions)
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W[ | P sepiatoninglayen |
|7 I_ B Quadrant Colors
#|El| » Saverserowshospor [1
|| » Gadentmap |
|7 I_ P Action 1
FAl P 4C Tiff
= ¥ 4C 300 Tiff -

LR N NERP



A MENAGERIE OF DESIGN MARVELS

AND TYPOGRAPHIC ACROBATICS
_, o)
—

TOPIC: PHOTOSHOP DROPLETS (AKA LO AND BEHOLD | AM A GOD AMONGST MEN)

m Layer Select Filter View Window Hel

| Adjustments

Duplicate...
Apply Image...
Calculations...

Image Size...
Canvas Size...

Rotate Canvas
Crop
Trim...

Reveal All

-

»  Grayscale r
puotone
Indexed Color...
| v RGB Color
CMYK Color

Lab Color
Multichannel

Pixel Aspect Ratio P 8 Bits/Channel

» 16 Bits/Channel
Color Table...

Assign Profile...
Convert to Profile...

Now that are Actions are being recorded all the
changes that we make to our open image will be
recorded. We will now change the Image to CMYK.

— Document Size:

Width: |5.12 | inches J :!

Height: |?.65 | inches B

Resolution: |300 | pixels/inch | :!

| Scale Styles
f Constrain Proportions

I Resample Image: EBicubic

ak

Image Size
— Pixel Dimensions: 13.4M @
Width: 1536 pixels ( Cancel )
Height: 2295 pixels ( Auto. )

After changing the Color Mode open Image Size and uncheck
Resample Image and change the resolution to 300 pixels/inch.
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GF PrintPro™
Format: | v JPEG
Photoshop PDF
‘} Save: 1 As a Copt Photoshop 2.0
(= Alpha Ch Photoshop Raw
Version Cue =
1 Layers Scitex CT
Color: __! Use Proof

New Folder )

Photoshop DCS 1.0
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( Cancel )
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At this point make sure to add “_ 4C_300" to the name to follow our naming convention
(don’t change the name of the file or it will rename every future file you use the action on that).
Choose TIFF for Format. After you've saved the file, close it and then press stop on the

Action Palette
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Stop, DROP AND LET’S ROLL

Now that our Action is created now is the time to make our Droplet. A Photoshop
Droplet is essentially a shortcut that can be saved to your desktop that will run
your Photoshop Action on any file dropped on to it.

Begin creating your Droplet by going to File>Automate>Create Droplet

I Edit Image Layer Select Filter View Window He

New... #EN  Mormal e Width: | |
Open... #0
Browse... {380
Open Recent 1

Edit in ImageReady  {3M

Online Services...

Import >

Batch..

scripts > PDF Presentation...

Create Droplet...
Versions. Conditional Mode Change..
Contact Sheet Il...

Fit Image

Multi-Page PDF to PSD...
Picture Package...

Jump To > Web Photo Gallery...

Photomerge...
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Ok so here is the tricky part, Save your Droplet to your Desktop (you can move it
later if you choose to). The Action it chooses should be the one you most recently
made, but if not make sure you select the one you want the Droplet to do (that is
where that name it what it does helps out, alot). Check off your Suppress Color Profie
Warnings. Destination is Folder and Choose your Desktop (this helps because if you
pick a folder that is later not there the Action will stop before completing, | choose Desktop
because it is the one folder on your computer that CANT ever move). Now Check off
Override Action “Save As” Commands and set the File naming to Document Name
+ (type in) “.4C_300" + extension (from the drop down menu).

Now hit OK

Create Droplet

— Save Droplet In @

(" Choose... ) Galvatron:Users:greckler:Desktop:4C_300_Tiff AT |
—_— e e
This part is important [ Play )
because if something Set:  Default Actions.atn g ]
doesn’t work right you Action: | 4C_300_Tiff o ]

probably did some-

thing wrong here. [ Override Action “Open” Commands

__lInclude All Subfolders

" 1Suppress File Open Options Dialogs
@ Suppress Color Profile Warnings

.

— Destination: | Folder | ..]

( Choose... ) Galvatron:Users:greckler:Desktop:

@ Override Action “Save As” Commands
— File Naming
Example: MyFile_4C_300.gif

|Document Name E] +|_4C_300 E] +

|extensi0n E] +| @ +
| ® + 8|
Starting serial#: |1

Compatibility: [ Windows ¥ Mac 05 [ Unix

— Errors: | Stop For Errars | :]

Save As...
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When the Save window comes up this givess you the name you will see on your
Droplet, best make it what the Action is that it does.

008 Save
| Sawve droplet in:

Save As: 4C_300_Tiff (+)

-r

Where: ﬁ Desktop

I._; Cancel '_; ( Save )

A

Now all it takes is dropping a jpg on to the Droplet in order to make a 4 color,
300 dpi TIFF saved right to your desktop.
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4C-300-Tiff 4C-300-Tiff
DSCOB395.JPG

DSCO8395-4C
-300.tf

Photoshop Just “drop” your file onto the The end result
Droplet Droplet



