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Graphic Symbolism

Project 3
Infographic

11/12 Review Infographic Project 
11/14 Infographic Concepts and Research Due 
11/19 Infographic Sketches Due 
11/21 No Class (Thanksgiving Break) 
11/26 Infographic Progress Review 
11/28 Infographic Progress Review 
12/3 Infographic Progress Review 
12/5 Infographic Progress Review 
12/10 Infographic Due

Infographics or “data visualizations” are graphic visual representations 
of information, data or knowledge. These graphics present complex 
information quickly and clearly, such as in signs, maps, journalism, 
technical writing, and education. With an information graphic, computer 
scientists, mathematicians, and statisticians develop and communicate 
concepts using a single symbol to process information.

Today information graphics surround us in the media, in published works 
both pedestrian and scientific, in road signs and manuals. They illustrate 
information that would be unwieldy in text form, and act as a visual 
shorthand for everyday concepts such as stop and go.

In newspapers, infographics are commonly used to show the weather, 
as well as maps and site plans for newsworthy events, and graphs for 
statistical data. Some books are almost entirely made up of information 
graphics, such as David Macaulay’s The Way Things Work. Although they 
are used heavily in children’s books, they are also common in scientific 
literature, where they illustrate physical systems, especially ones that 
cannot be photographed (such as cutaway diagrams, astronomical 
diagrams, and images of microscopic or sub-microscopic systems).

For this project you will be creating an infographic/data visualization for 
information of your choice, however it must be quantifiable information. 
This means that this information must be measurable at some level or 
another easy examples may include: 

•  The amount of money you spend in a month (broken down into what 
each penny was spent on).

•  Division and quatity of music you own by genre with info on your top 
10 most played songs and how many times each one has been played 
(iTunes has this info).

•  The differences and similarities between to political parties, products, 
areas, interests.

You’ll find excellent examples of data visualizations on sites such as: 
http://www.good.is/infographics & http://columnfivemedia.com

Final output will be printed in color and comped to size. These do not 
need to be mounted. The finals need also be saved in PDF format and 
emailed to my gmail account on the date the project is due. For all 
projects your PDFs should use the following naming conventions. Your 
First initial and Lastname – GD240 – ProjectNumber >  
FLastname-GD240-Project3.pdf
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Examples

From www.good.is
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Examples

From www. columnfivemedia.com


