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Type Anatomy

Beak: a single-sided upper serif

ApexSerif

Vertex

Diagonals

Baseline

Cap Height

Counter: a partially or fully enclosed space in a letter

Bowl: a curved stroke that creates an enclosed space

Crossbar Stem

Tail: a finishing stroke at or below the baseline

Leg

Spine

Throat

Arms

Waist

} Upper lobe

} Lower lobe

Spur
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Type Anatomy

Eye

Terminal

Ear

Point Size

Hook

Spur

Spur

Shoulder Shoulder

Sheared Terminal

Serif

Tail

X-Height

Baseline Tail

Terminal

Terminal: finishing element to a stroke Cap Height Dot or Tittle

Bowl

Diagonals

Tail
Ligatures: two or more letters joined together 
for practical or aesthetic reasons.

Swash: A swash is a 
flourish that replaces a 
terminal or serif.

Link

Leg

Loop

} Ascender

Descender {
Finial




