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Topic: Photoshop Tools
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1  Marquee Tool (m) - Highlights an area in 
order to make edits rather than editing an entire 
layer.

Under it is the Elliptical Marquee, Single 
Column Marquee, and Single Row Marquee. 

2  Move Tool (v) - moves selections, layers, and 
guides.

3  Lasso Tool (y) - makes freehand selections 
by drawing around an area unlike the pre-shaped 
selections of the marquee tool.

Under it is the Polygonal Lasso - which 
makes draws a series of straight lines from 
each point clicked.

The Magnetic Lasso - which creates snap-to 
selections around an object.

4  The Quick Selection Tool (w) - lets you 
quickly “paint” a selection using an adjustable 
round brush tip.

Under it is the Magic Wand Tool - selects 
similarly colored areas.

5  Crop Tool (c) - crops and trims images

Under it is the Perspective Crop Tool - 
designed to easily fix common distortion and 
perspective problems in an image.

The Slice Tool - creates slices for use in web 
design.

And the Slice Select Tool - selects individual 
slices that were created with the slice tool.

6  Eyedropper Tool (i) - selects colors in 
a image (which can be added to the swatch 
palette).

Under it is the 3D Material Eye Dropper 
Tool - Loads selected material from a 3D 
object.

The Color Sampler Tool - Samples up to 
four areas of an image.

The Ruler Tool - Measures distance, locations 
and angles.

The Note Tool - Makes notes that can be 
attached to an image.

And the Count Tool - Counts objects in an 
image.

7  Spot Healing Brush Tool (j) - Quickly 
removes blemishes and imperfections from 
photographs with a uniform background.

Under it is the Healing Brush Tool - 
Paints with a sample or pattern to repair 
imperfections in an image.

The Patch Tool - Repairs imperfections in 
a selected area of an image using a sample 
pattern.

The Content-Aware Move Tool 
- Recomposes and blends pixels to 
accommodate a moved object.

And the Red Eye Tool - Removes red-eye in 
flash photos with one click.

8  Brush Tool (b) - Paints brush strokes.

Under it is the Pencil Tool - Paints hard-
edged strokes.

The Color Replacement Tool - Substitutes 
one color for another.

The Mixer Brush Tool - Blends sampled color 
with an existing color.

9  Clone Stamp Tool (s) - Paints with a sample 
of an image.

Under it is the Pattern Clone Stamp - Paints 
with a part of an image as a pattern.

10  History Brush Tool (y) - Paints a copy of the 
selected slate or snapshot into the current image 
window.

Under it is the Art History Brush - Paints 
stylized strokes that stimulate the look of 
different paint styles, using a selected state or 
snapshot.

11  Eraser Tool (e) - Erases pixels and restores 
parts of an image.

Under it is the Background Eraser Tool - 
Erases areas to transparency by dragging.

And the Magic Eraser Tool - Erases a solid 
colored areas to transparency with a single 
click.
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12  Gradient Tool (g) - Creates straight-line, 
radial, angle, reflected, and diamond blends 
between colors.

Under it is the Paint Bucket Tool - Fills 
similarly colored areas with the foreground 
colors.

And the 3D Material Drop Tool - Drops the 
material loaded in the tool onto the target area 
of a 3D object.

13  Blur Tool - Blurs hard edges in an image.

Under it is the Sharpen Tool - Sharpens soft 
edges in an image.

And the Smudge Tool - Simulates the actions 
of dragging a finger through wet paint. The too 
picks up color where the stroke begins and 
pushes it the direction you want.

14  Dodge Tool (o) - Lightens areas in an image.

Under it is the Burn Tool - Darkens areas in 
an image.

And the Sponge Tool - Changes color 
saturation of an area.

15  Pen Tool (p) - Draw smooth-edged paths.

Under it is the Freeform Pen Tool - is kind of 
a hybrid Lasso/Pen tool. Just click and drag 
around the element you want to select, and 
the tool creates an outline that follows your 
cursor, exactly like the Lasso.

The Add Anchor Point Tool - which adds 
anchor points to paths.

The Delete Anchor Point Tool - deletes 
anchor points from paths.

And the Convert Anchor Point Tool - which 
changes smooth points to corner points and 
vice versa.

16  Horizontal Type Tool (t) - creates horizontal 
type and lets you enter and edit horizontal type.

Under it is the Vertical Type Tool - . creates 
vertical type and lets you enter and edit 
vertical type.

The Horizontal Type Mask Tool - doesn’t 
create a new layer. Instead, it creates a 
selection on the active layer. This tool is for 
filling text with an image or cutting text out 
of an image so that the background shows 
through.

And the Vertical Type Mask Tool - same as 
the Horizontal Type Mask Tool but for vertical 
type.

17  Path Selection Tool (a) - Make shape or 
segment selections showing anchor points, 
direction lines, and direction points.

Under it is the Direct Selection Tool - 
selects paths and path components after you 
draw the path.

18  Rectangle Tool (u) - draws squares and 
rectangles. For all the shape tools hold Shift 
while drawing to create perfect squares and 
circles.

Under it is the Rounded Rectangle Tool - 
draws squares and rectangles with rounded 
corners.

The Ellipse Tool - draws circles and ovals.

The Polygon Tool - draws regular, multi-sided 
shapes.

The Line Tool - draws individual straight line 
segments. If you hold down shift the Line Tool 
only keeps lines to 45° increments.

And the Custom Shape Tool - draws shapes 
from the shape library.

19  Hand Tool (h) - Moves an image within its 
image.

Under it is the Rotate View Tool - Non-
destructively rotates canvas.

20  Zoom tool (z) - Magnifies and reduces the 
view of an image.
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21  Foreground Color - Photoshop uses 
the foreground color to paint, fill, and stroke 
selections.

22  Swap Foreground & Background (x) - swaps 
the current assigned foreground and background 
colors.

23  Background Color - used to make gradient 
fills and fills in the erased areas of an image.

24  Default Foreground & Background 
Colors (d)- sets the foreground color to black 
and the background color to white.

25  Edit in Quick Mask Mode (q) - Use Quick 
Mask mode to convert a selection to a temporary 
mask for easier editing. The Quick Mask appears 
as a colored overlay with adjustable opacity. You 
can edit the Quick Mask using any painting tool 
or modify it with a filter. Once you exit Quick 
Mask mode the mask is converted back to a 
selection on the image.

26  Change Screen Mode (f) - swap between 
Regular Screen Mode, Full Screen with Menu Bar, 
and Full Screen Mode.


